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Wellcome was the first Plan S funder to put technical 
details on how a funder could implement an OA policy 
to support Plan S.
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Additionally, our Head of Open Research is the interim 
coordinator for Plan S, so Wellcome has some insight 
to these efforts.

Wellcome was the first Plan S funder to put technical 
details on how a funder could implement an OA policy 
to support Plan S.
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A world where there are transformative improvements 
in human health because research outputs are 
managed, shared, and used in ways that unleash their 
full value.
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To ensure that researchers are equipped, empowered, 
and motivated to make research outputs findable, 
accessible, interoperable, and re-useable (FAIR).

A world where there are transformative improvements 
in human health because research outputs are 
managed, shared, and used in ways that unleash their 
full value.
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Supporting researchers 
to develop cutting edge 

approaches to 
openness.

Leading in development 
of policies and practices 
to support, incentivize, 

and sustain open 
research.

Developing major 
initiatives in areas to 

support the community 
and drive change.
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We were the first major funder 
to have an OA policy in 2005.
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Knowledge and discoveries 
are shared, accessed and 
used in a manner that 
maximises health benefit.
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“The [current] policy has had a tremendous impact, 
both from the point of view of raising awareness of 

the importance of OA but most importantly by 
demonstrating that a funder can take a lead in 

developing, implementing, and following up on OA 
policy.”

- Wellcome funded researcher
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• All Wellcome-funded articles must be made freely available immediately 
upon publication under a CC-BY licence.
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*** for two years we will support hybrid costs [until 31.12.21] in journals with transformative OA agreements.  
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• All Wellcome-funded articles must be made freely available immediately 
upon publication under a CC-BY licence.

• We will no longer fund OA publication costs in subscription journals*** 
(‘hybrid OA’).

• Publications regarding public health emergencies must be published 
immediately before peer review on an approved platform.**

• Wellcome-funded organisations must sign or publicly commit to the 
San Francisco Declaration on Research Assessment. **

*** for two years we will support hybrid costs [until 31.12.21] in journals with transformative OA agreements.  

• We are keeping the policy on books + monographs the same, but are 
reserving the right to change this as we see fit.

** new requirement.  
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• Articles must include a statement on data availability, software, and 
materials underpinning the research.
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• We will no longer pay for page and colour chargers.
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• Articles must include a statement on data availability, software, and 
materials underpinning the research.

• We will no longer pay for page and colour chargers.

• We will continue to monitor compliance and apply sanctions if 
necessary.
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Ongoing dialogue with our community

• There are multiple routes to compliance—will these titles really want to turn down 
research from cOAlition S funders?

• “Many high-quality journals will not offer compliant routes…”

• “Limiting publication options will disadvantage cOAltion S-funded researchers, 
especially ECRs...” 

• We strongly believe that it’s what you publish and not where you publish; working 
to embed this principle in institutions in receipt of Wellcome funding

• DORA (and equivalent) are key enablers for OA

• “Limiting publication options will threaten international collaborations”
• We recognise science is an international enterprise – and committed to supporting 

researchers work collaboratively

• Believe that international groups will still want to collaborate with world class 
researchers
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Ongoing dialogue with our community

• Need to consider other ways to support learned societies, that do not rely on 
hidden subsidies, paid through library subscriptions 

• “Learned societies will be threatened…”

• “You’re taking away my academic freedom...”

• We believe that there is also a responsibility to ensure that research can be 
accessed and reused funding

• “The administrative burden is too much…”
• Common policies should reduce the administrative burden
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Our work with DORA
• Together with a consortium of funders and journals, we support a 

DORA community manager to coordinate and support the 
implementation of DORA. 

• We are looking into using funds to develop institutional policies and 
guidance to roll-out and embed the DORA principles within the 
institution (including HR policies, promotion criteria, etc).

• We want to raise awareness and advocate the principles and associated 
good practice among researchers and other institutional staff.

• Additionally, we want to run training workshops and other events to 
engage staff on the principles.



SCIENCE EUROPE I 14-5-2019

Plan S: Making Open Access a Reality
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Response to Plan S consultation

• Consultation on the Plan S Implementation Guidance generated over 
600 responses.

• There was clear and strong support for OA, but concerns regarding:

• Tight timelines
• Capping APCs
• “Complicated” technical requirements for journals and repositories
• Licence requirements may not be suitable for all researchers
• Impact on small publishers (esp. learned societies)
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Response to Plan S consultation

• The Plan S Task Force have reviewed the feedback and updated this 
guidance.

• The updated guidance has been shared with the cOAlition S 
Ambassador Network and other key groups.

• They will seek formal sign-off at Leaders Group today and publish this 
at the end of May.

• Wellcome plans to update its new OA policy to reflect the new 
guidance.
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“It’s typical for women to carry a baby to a full-term birth 
faster than it takes to publish a scientific paper.”

- Leslie Voshall, Neuroscientist







28 days



Articles that pass peer review will be fully indexed in Europe PMC, PMC, 
PubMed, Scopus, Google Scholar and other bibliographical databases.

28 days
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Wellcome Open Research

cost-effective



Average APC for Wellcome Open Research -£825 (inc VAT)
Average APC across all journals used by Wellcome authors -£2044 
(inc VAT)

Wellcome Open Research

cost-effective
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Open Research Team

Robert Kiley David Carr Hannah Hope Aki Macfarlane Diego Baptista
currently on maternity leave

Questions?
d.baptista@wellcome.ac.uk

Georgie Humphreys


